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March 17,  1997 

Bi l l  Wedlake  
Spokane County  Ut i l i t ies  
1026 W.  Broadway 
Spokane,  WA 99260 

Dear  Mr.  Wedlake:  

Re:  Colber t  Landf i l l /Adminis t ra t ive  & Technical  Issues  

Severa l  i ssues  have surfaced recent ly .  This  le t ter  i s  in tended to  t rack the  issues  and offer  
const ruct ive  comments  The issues  and comment  fo l low.  

Landf i l l  Closure  

Ecology is  p lanning a  f inal  inspect ion of  the  landf i l l  for  the  morning of  Apri l  3 ,  1997.  Marian  Abbet t  
and I  wi l l  be  in  a t tendance.  S teve  Holderby of  the  Spokane County  Heal th  Dis t r ic t  and Nei l  
Thompson of  the  EPA are  a lso  planning to  a t tend.  

Landf i l l  Tais t  Fund 

I t  i s  my unders tanding that  i f  the  inspect ion is  sa t i s fac tory ,  Spokane County  plans  to  make a  
submit ta l  to  Ecology for  the  balance  of  the  Trus t  Fund which is  approximate ly  $4.2  mil l ion .  

Aquifer  Management  Plan 

Ecology has  g iven the  plan  a  pre l iminary  review and passes  on  the  fol lowing pre l iminary  comments .  
Discuss ion of  your  response  to  these  comments  before  or  on Apri l  3 ,  1997 would  benef i t  our  
resolving th is  i ssue .  

1 .  P lease  provide  jus t i f ica t ion,  in  te rms of  measured water  levels ,  for  inval idat ing the  in tended 
method of  determining opera t ional  adjus tments  and proposing a  new method,  as  descr ibed on 
page 7-9  of  the  plan  

2 .  Please  provide  to  the  extent  poss ib le ,  some "reference  groundwater  e levat ion maps"  and 
"reference  f low l ine  analys is"  to  display  the  fo l lowing cases :  1)  no  opera t ional  adjus tment  is  
necessary ,  and 2)  opera t ional  adjus tment  is  necessary .  We do not  consider  Figure  Numbers  12 
and 35 in  the  February  1997 s ta tus  repor t  to  be  suff ic ient  to  serve  as  a  bas is  for  determining the  
hydraul ic  barr iers  to  be  adequate .  Please  note ,  we are  not  s ta t ing  the  February  1997 repor t  
depic ts  inadequate  barr iers .  
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3 .  Al though the  proposed method of  f low l ine  analys is  i s  d iscussed in  Sect ion 7  4 ,  Operat ional  
Control ,  i t  appears  as  i f  the  analys is  may be  used for  more  than jus t  control  adjus tments .  P lease  
s ta te  precise ly  and complete ly ,  the  nature  of  a l l  decis ions  that  a re  proposed to  be  made wi th  f low 
l ine  analys is .  

4 .  Given that  the  natura l  f luc tuat ion of  the  groundwater  levels  has  apparent ly  inval idated  the  
in tended method,  what  assurances  can be  given that  f luc tuat ions  wi l l  not  render  a  s igni f icant  
amount  of  er ror  or  uncer ta in ty  to  the  proposed method? 

5 .  P lease  ident i fy  on  a  map only  the  moni tor ing wel ls ,  or  measur ing points ,  to  be  used in  the  f low 
l ine  analys is  I f  th is  has  a l ready been done,  p lease  make the  appropr ia te  reference .  

Proposed Treatment  of  Landf i l l  Condensate  

I t  i s  our  unders tanding that  Spokane County  proposes  to  route  condensate  f rom the  landf i l l  gas  
col lec t ion through the  exis t ing ,  on-s i te  t rea tment  fac i l i ty .  In  order  for  Ecology to  evaluate  th is  
proposal  we would  l ike  the  fol lowing:  

1 The  ra t ionale  and jus t i f ica t ion for  th is  proposed t rea tment ,  inc luding the  projec ted  amounts  of  
condensate  and the  cos t  for  t rea t ing and disposing the  condensate  off -s i te .  

2 .  The analys is  resul ts  for  sampl ing the  condensate  that  were  agreed upon by yourse l f  and Ms.  
Abbet t .  

3 .  A determinat ion of  whether  or  not  the  condensate  i s  a  l i s ted  waste  under  s ta te  and federa l  
regula t ions .  

4 .  Approval  of  the  Local  Air  Pol lu t ion Control  Author i ty .  

5 .  An assessment  of  the  impact  to  the  environment  (e .g . ,  a i r  and water)  by on-s i te  t rea tment .  In  
making th is  assessment ,  p lease  es t imate  the  type  and amount  of  mater ia l  tha t  would  be  added to  
the  Li t t le  Spokane River .  

Thank you for  your  coopera t ion in  def in ing these  issues .  Ecology looks  forward to  resolving these  
i ssues  wi th  Spokane County ,  and to  our  inspect ion and meet ing on Apri l  3 .  I f  you have any 
ques t ions  regarding th is  le t ter ,  p lease  contact  me a t  (360)  407-7239 

Sincere ly  

77bJLjl 
Michael  Kuntz  
Toxics  Cleanup Program 

MK:gj  
cc :  Marian  Abbet t ,  Ecology 

(^Nei l  Thompson,  EPA 




